significantly different between the leprosy patients and the normal individuals.
(2) The impedance of the skin of the extremities were noted to have a trend to become higher in values toward the peripheries.
(3) Among the sites of the extremities, the impedance values of the forearm and the hand as well as of the leg and foot were noted to be significantly higher in the leprosy patients than in normal individuals.
(4) As the so-called normal skin of the leprosy patients is occasionally associated with sensible disturbances, the impedance values were also compared between the socalled normal skin with sensible disturbances and the same with no sensible disturbances in the leprosy patients. In the study, the skin of the upperarm and the thigh were investigated, and it was noted in almost all age groups and sites that the impedance values were significantly higher in the skin with sensible disturbances.
Taking the hitherto mentioned results into consideration, the physiological meaning of the impedance of the so-called normal skin of the leprosy patients judged from its outer appearance in summer were surmised as follows.
(1) The impedance value is assumed to be closely related to the sweat function, and also has connection with insensible perspiration as well as blood circulation of the skin.
(2) The impedance value is regarded to be a very good index in expressing the skin function of the leprosy patients.
Thus, the skin function of the so-called normal skin of the leprosy patients is conclusively supposed to be as follows: the skin of the trunk as well as the nape of the neck has a markedly increased skin function, while the skin function of the forearm and hand as well as the same of the leg and foot is greatly decreased in the leprosy patients than in the normal individuals.
